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OUR SONG BIRDS 2? 

OUR SONG BIRDS.— I. 



BROTHER AI^PHONSUS, C. S. C. 



Warbwng Virbo. 

Vireo Sylvia gilva. 

Of the three vireos that are common in our woods or groves, 

the Warbling is the most gifted songster. Its notes, as the bird's 

name indicates, are running, and are exceedingly sweet. The 

song is also loud, and may be heard throughout the summer. 

YbIvIvOW-throatbd Virbo. 
Lanivireo flavifrons. 
The song of this vireo resembles somewhat that of the Red- 
eyed Vireo. There is heartiness in the notes, but little variety. 
The bird sings with great deliberation as it passes from tree to tree. 
I/ike the Warbling, the Yellow- throat's notes are frequently heard 
near dwellings. 

RSD-BYBD Vireo. 

Vireosylvia olivacea. 

This vireo has a very pretty song, with more variety in it 

than in that of the Yellow-throat. Soft as a lullaby, the notes 

follow in sweet succession. It is regrettable that this Charming 

songster is heard usually in uninhabited woods. 

RosB-BRBASTBD Grosbeak. 

Zamelodia ludoviciana. 

The notes of this handsome bird are sweet and tender not 

unlike those of the Baltimore Oriole, but less lively and with a more 

plaintive quality. Of late years, I have heard {he song only a 

few times in spring. 

Purple Martin. 
Progne suhis. 
The liquid notes of this species are heard as the birds sail 
through the air or rest on buildings. They live in colonies, which 
gives the observer an opportunity to hear their notes constantly. 
During the rearing of their two broods, until about the first of 
August, the song may be heard most frequently. 

PuRPEB Finch. 
Carpodacus purpureus. 
Perhaps the sweetest of all our song birds is the Purple Finch. 
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Its charming strain is heard only for a short time in early spring, 
while it tarries on its way northward. Some years, either in 
spring or autumn, this species fails to appear in this locality. 

Redstart. 

Setophaga ruticilla. 

This species is common for a short time in spring, when its 

song, quite similar, but louder than the Yellow Warbler 's, may be 

heard. I have found families of Redstarts in deep woods in summer, 

but have not heard their song at that time. 

Tree Sparrow. 
Spizella monticola. 
After spending the winter months with us, roving around 
in flocks, these sparrows begin to sing just before departing for 
their northern summer homes. Their notes are as tender as 
those of the Goldfinch. When they have gone, they leave a void 
in the heart of the bird-lover. 

White-throated Sparrow. 
Zonotrichia alhicolUs. 
This beautiful sparrow spends a considerable period with us 
in spring, when its plaintive notes may often be heard in gardens. 
In autumn, this species is very plentiful, especially in swampy 
places, where its song is occassionally heard. During spring, 
however, there is more heartiness in the song. 

Maryi^and Yellow-throat. 
Geothlypis trichas. 
When the spring rains have moistened the lowlands, we are 
sure to hear the clear notes of the Maryland Yellow-throat. His 
song is not varied, but loud for such a small bird. Once heard, 
the song will be easily distinguished from any other bird notes. 
The yellow-throat sings all summer. 

Blue Jay. 
Cyanocitta cristata. 
Besides its harsh call, this well-known birti has some very 
pleasing notes. Their quality is somewhat like that of a bell. 
In the spring, when mating, the jay has a distinctive song, not 
heard at any other time of the year. Low, sweet and varied — 
gives a correct idea of this song. 

(To be continued.) 



